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WELCOME

Hello everybody and welcome to Leicester Pride 2021!

Never in our wildest imaginations could we have predicted what would have been awaiting us 
in the new year as we were packing up Victoria Park in September 2019 after a wonderful and 
fun-filled day together, and yet here we are.

We are delighted to be welcoming you back to one of the biggest free events in the Pride 
calendar across the UK.

Those behind the scenes have been squirreling away making sure that our return this year 
would not only keep you safe and Covid free but also allow you to celebrate your individuality 
and inclusivity in the most open and empowering environment, retaining our signature spirit 
and message of love that Leicester Pride is famed for. 

With the unwaivering support we receive from not only our local scene venues (James 
Cockerill and team), Leicester City Council, De Montfort University, Curve Theatre, Sytner 
Group and Wayfair; we know that we can pick up where we left off. With our wonderful TRADE 
team on hand in the park to help you with any sexual health questions you may have, we can 
once again spread our identity, positivity, validity, and freedom, and nothing else!

With an electrifying cast of entertainers, staging team, and an eager & dedicated band of 
volunteers we know that Leicester Pride 2021 is going to be one to remember!

Please, also remember to maintain a level of safety for each other, whether it be with space, 
respect, or responsibility and together we can rock Victoria Park once again!

Stay safe and have a happy Pride.

Martyn Parker    Simon Harrison
Chair of Leicester Pride Committee  Event Manager

     Craig Thorpe
     Security & Safety Operations Director

SAFETY INFORMATION

BAG SEARCHES ON ENTRY          NO DRUGS          NO GLASS          NO SHARPS          NO ALCOHOL

Please note that the event site is glass free. This means no glass bottles, alcohol or containers are allowed on the event site. 
During the parade you cannot drink alcohol as most of the city streets are alcohol free areas.

Please ensure that you wear suitable clothing and footware, remember to use sun cream and drink plenty of water. We will 
be operating Challenge 25 throughout the day, so please bring identification with you. We have a zero tolerance on any form 
of hate crime, if you experience or witness any, please report it to my security team.

  At the time of print there are no COVID restrictions in place for the planned date of this event,
  however, should there be any change, we will follow any local council or national government
  advice and guidelines. I hope you enjoy Leicester Pride 2021, rest assured that public safety and your  
  welfare is my top priority.

  Craig Thorpe
  Security & Safety Operations Director
  E-mail: security@leicesterpride.com
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Lea Martin
Master of Ceremonies

Leicester has always had a special place in my heart, 
from the vibrancy of Narborough Rd, countless 
celebrations at Victoria Park to the multicultural city 
centre and all of the food and experiences it offers. I 
am once again proud to fly the flag of inclusivity and 
diversity at Leicester Pride.

This long-standing and progressive event captures the 
spirit of the city and its tolerant and all-encompassing 
population. I cannot wait to be part of a team that once 
again delivers the message of love and celebration 
that this city so rightly deserves.

I wish you all a happy and safe Pride x

MAIN STAGE

Jaymi Hensley
Host

Jaymi Hensley is a member of Union J who finished 
4th in the semi-finals on The X Factor in 2012.  Union J 
subsequently signed a recording contract with Sony 
Music’s division RCA Records and released their first 
studio album ‘Union J’ in April 2013 which produced 
their debut single ‘Carry You’ followed by ‘Beautiful 
Life’ both reaching Top Ten in the official charts. 

They went on to record their second album ‘You Got It 
All’ and released Official Chart Sales Number 1 Singles 
“Tonight ‘We Live Forever’ and ‘You Got It All’ With 2 
Official chart number 1 sales singles and over 50 mil-
lion streams plus 1M + combined UK Single and Album 
sales and after UK & Europeans Tours with Union J In 
February 2019 Jaymi was announced as the new UK Jo-
seph in Andrew Lloyd Webber’s hit musical Joseph and 
the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat touring the UK.

In 2020 Jaymi joined the official line up of Hits Radio 
Pride UK that become the first national LGBTQ radio 

station. 

KY Kelly
Host

You’ve had the rest... Now it’s time to see the best!!!
KY Kelly is quick witted and a completely outrages 
international Drag Queen.

With her blue sense of humor and quirky personality 
This ‘Lady’ knows how to work a crowd, whether it’s 
classy or trashy, she can be the lady or as blue as she 
needs to be with live singing, stand-up comedy, plenty 
of audience participation and a stage presence second 
to none!

KY Kelly performs up and down the country in some of 
the major cabaret venues in the UK as well as holding 
down residences at Dover Castle in Leicester, Eagle Bar 
Manchester & Via Canal Street she is also a regular at 
Rickys Cabaret Bar in Gran Canaria.

No night is complete without a bit of KY

Joshua Ashton Williams

Joshua Ashton Williams is a singer, actor, writer and 
director based in Leicestershire. Joshua has been
performing since the age of 8 years old and has
performed at the Bridgewater Hall in Manchester as 
well as various venues across the country.

Josh is also the founder and Creative Director of 
Williams Creatives a not-for-profit theatre company 
making theatre and performance accessible to per-
formers and audiences across Leicestershire.

Josh released an EP in September 2019 titled “Me 
Against the World” which is available to download on 
all major online stores.
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La Voix

Award winning star and Royal Family favourite La Voix 
is on tour with her brand new performance extravagan-
za, titled, ‘The UK’s Funniest Red Head.’

La Voix’s shows have become a phenomenon in many 
towns and cities around the world and 2021 sees La 
Voix’s most glamorous show yet taking the UK by 
storm! Most famously known for making it down to the 
finals of Britain’s Got Talent, La Voix has since gone on 
to be a regular on stage and screen!

The show promises an impressive new repertoire 
of songs and gags and no less than 8 stunning new 
gowns!

A Celebrity favourite, La Voix’s accolades are endless, 
even receiving validation from comedy icon - Jennifer 
Saunders who advises show goers ‘to wear thick 
pants because you’ll wet yourself laughing’ The diva’s 
effortless vocal performances are interspersed with 
a razor-sharp wit which brings audiences to their feet 
time and time again, whistling for more at every show.

Broadway Baby wrote: “La Voix’s patter is lightning fast 
and stomachpunchingly funny.” La Voix’s unique act 
has not only caught the imagination of theatre goers 
and fellow performers across the globe, but when 
the feisty, flame-haired phenomenon is not giving 
it out on her hilarious talk show on BBC Radio Three 
Counties, she’s busy performing for the royal, rich and 
the famous.

She has twice entertained Princes William and Harry 
at their New Year’s Eve party, and also topped the bill 
at Sir Ian McKellan’s 80th birthday bash when she was 
lavishly commended by the knight of the realm who 
said: “La Voix’s impersonations are surpassed only by 
her own cheekily entertaining personality.

A genuine one-off!” This will be the hottest ticket in 
town and spoken about for months to come, so grab 
your ticket now to see The UK’s Funniest Red Head in 
action

MAIN STAGE

The Dolly Show

As seen on BBC ONE and voted the U.K’s no 1. Dolly
Parton tribute by the Agents Association of Great 
Britain. And undeniably one of the BEST Dolly
impersonators you will ever see. West End star Kelly 
O’Brien is a true professional.

This sensational tribute show is one of a kind!
Kelly performs the beloved hits of country legend Dolly 
Parton, brilliantly recreating the vitality and voice of 
the little lady from Tennessee.

Kelly is the best in the business; she sounds like Dolly 
Parton, she looks like Dolly and she’s as witty and 
entertaining as Dolly.

The similarities are striking, and not just in the veracity 
of voice; Kelly’s measurements are exactly the same 
as Dolly’s, right down to the 32G bust and the 22 inch 
waist.

The show includes up-tempo numbers like ‘9 to 5’, 
‘Baby I’m Burning’ and ‘Islands in the Stream’, as well 

as powerful ballads such as ‘I will Always Love You’, 
‘Jolene’ and ‘Coat of Many Colours’.

Kelly is no stranger to the stage, has been performing 
all over the world for 20 years, and is the only Dolly 
Parton impersonator to have been invited to sing with 
Dolly Parton’s band in Nashville, Tennessee.

The press and her professional peers, the WORLD’S 
best Dolly Parton impersonator consider Kelly. 

“Wow, Kelly is fierce as Dolly Parton” - Michael Bublé

“One of the world’s BEST tributes” – BBC 
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MAIN STAGE

Lady Imelda

“The most outrageous act of man.” 

She is one of the most popular drag artists in the UK. 
Her cabaret shows are unique, warm, intimate,
touching, unpredictable and outrageous. 

She is a gifted singer with a belting vocal range. 
She loves acting, story-telling and sharing thoughts 
through singing. So expect goosebumps and a few 
sweet tears.

Lady Imelda started as a professional actor in London’s 
West End and was part of the original cast of The Drury 
Lane production of “Miss Saigon”. She was also a cast 
member of “The King And I” at the London Palladium. 

With difficulty getting acting jobs she decided to be a 
drag queen. The drag journey was with tears, fears and 
uncertainties. Getting booked to perform at gay bars 
was difficult being unknown, obscure and was a totally 
different drag artist. But she noticed she was loved 
when she got hired to perform at special occasions 

like birthday parties, anniversaries, weddings, even 
funerals.

She persevered and carried on. She just had to make 
herself audible and visible by wearing enormous
dresses. So the journey continues with the
community that she identifies with and belongs to, the
LGBTQ+ community. She is very happy to be part of the 
Leicester Pride 2021 celebration. 

We will remember the warriors who came before us, 
believed in the cause and left a legacy that we all 
enjoy now.

We will all scream together.  
We will be visible.
We will be heard.
We will be noticed.
We will be felt.  

Much love 

Jake Warner

 
Leicester pop artist Jake Warner has taken his sound 
all over the UK following his recent 5-date headline 
UK tour.

Inspired by the likes of Shawn Mendes, Jake’s music 
tells of personal experiences with a familiar upbeat 
pop sound. Just before lockdown, Jake supported The 
Hoosiers on their UK tour, including a date at the iconic 
London Shepherd’s Bush Empire.

As well as this, Jake has performed on stages
alongside Craig David, Scouting For Girls, and Sigala, 
and sold out headline shows at the Cookie for two 
consecutive years.

Returning to the Leicester Pride stage for a second 
time, Jake promises a show that’s guaranteed to make 
you smile.

Ding Frisby

 
Guitar wielding drag thing Ding Frisby writes comedy 
songs about their niche queer thoughts so you don’t 
have to. 

Whether they’re an alien villain, lesbian football fan or 
taking gender to the charity shop, Ding’s sure to bring 
their own brand of fast-paced, punky and futuristic 
fluidity. 

Currently a finalist in Europe’s biggest drag king com-
petition, Man Up!, Ding’s gigged across the nation, from 
Cambridge Pride to the Edinburgh Fringe, and promises 
there’ll be an album one day.

Leicester LGBT Centre Choir

Facilitated by two very experienced musical directors, 
our Choir started in June this year to bring together 
Centre users, friends, family and allies in a positive and 
enjoyable way. Our choir is able to cater for all voices, 
and always welcomes new members, whatever their 
level of enthusiasm or experience.

Photo credit: Kala Heatherson Photography
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COMMUNITY

Market Stalls

Pick up some fantastic gifts from Leicester Pride’s Market & community stalls. Pop by and have a look 
at all the great things the Leicester LGBT community have to offer. Whatever you may be looking for, be 
it rainbow flags, jewellery, clothes, or even getting your face painted, you will find it all here. Don’t miss 
the wide range of sweet and savoury food outlets. 

Visit Trade Sexual Health Marquee, the LGBT Centre and the Fostering & Adoption Agency to name but a 
few, who will be handing out advice and information or simply drop by just to meet new people. 

There is something for everyone.

Billy Bates Fun Fair

For all you young at heart, come along to our fun fair provided by Billy Bates & Sons. There will be plenty 
of great attractions at this year’s event to help all you thrill-seekers put a little more spice into your 
day. Just keep screaming if you want to go faster!

There are also smaller rides available for all of the family to enjoy.

Billy and his family have supported Leicester Pride since 2009 and we are thrilled and grateful that 
they continue to do so.

Robbie Lewis
6pm

Robbie brings a high 
energy dance DJ set 
to the main stage. 
Resident at 
Nightingale, 
Birmingham and 
Helsinki, Leicester.

Just Soriah
7pm

Your final act on the 
main stage at Leicester 
Pride 2021. She always 
smashes the DJ tent 
and recently has been 
making moves in 
Birmingham, 
Manchester & London.

Andy Smith
5pm

Your final act in the DJ 
tent. Andy is a resident 
at Helsinki, Leicester 
and veteran of the 
Midlands’ club scene.

Richard Moon
4pm

After a few years away, 
he returns to Leicester 
to show us what’s new. 
Resident at Nightingale 
and The Village, 
Birmingham.

Simon Harris
3pm

Making his Leicester 
Pride debut, Simon 
Harris is a  
resident at The
Nightingale Club,
Birmingham. 

DJ MX
2pm

Leicester Pride’s very 
own version of the stig. 
DJ MX is back to kick 
off proceedings in the 
DJ tent this year.

DJs
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Our Home
is Filled With
Great People.
START YOUR NEXT CAREER WITH

SEE ALL OF OUR OPPORTUNITIES AT WAYFAIR.COM/CAREERS

The UK’s Leading Retailer of Prestige Cars

Start your search on sytner.co.uk

ALPINA | Aston Martin | Audi | Bentley | BMW | Bugatti | Ferrari | Jaguar | Land Rover 
Lamborghini | Maserati | McLaren | Mercedes-Benz | MINI | Porsche | Rolls-Royce 

SEAT | ŠKODA | smart | Volkswagen | Volkswagen Commercials | Volvo

Serving the Leicester  
Community Since 1968

#OneCommunity
#LeicesterProud

Proud 
partners 

of



1716

DJ TENT

FIRE EXIT

MAIN STAGE

TRADE / NHS

BAR

LGBT CENTRE

FOOD

999 LGBT

FUN FAIR

FOOD

MARKET STALLS

EVENT CONTROL

FIRST AID

ENTRANCE

FIRE EXIT

FIRE EXIT

TOILETS

BAG SEARCHES ON ENTRY          NO DRUGS          NO GLASS          NO SHARPS          NO ALCOHOL

FREE PRIDE BUS
A free Pride bus service will be 
running from the Rainbow & Dove 
to Victoria park throughout the day.

consider taking a lateral flow test before 
attending

respect other attendee’s space

please do not attend if you are presenting 
any covid symptoms

LET’S HELP KEEP EVERYONE SAFE
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Join our team today. 
We’ll make you feel right at home.
www.midlandheart.org.uk/jobs/

Creating an environment where 
anyone can thrive and succeed 

regardless of their background is 
key. We believe everyone should 

be able to feel confident and 
happy to be themselves at work.
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MISS MARTY
Hey hey hey,

Thank you to you all for the love and support you have 
shown over the past 22 years. As many of you know I 
made the decision to retire so it will be my first year of 
not being the hostess of your main stage.

I’ve had the pleasure of working and performing at 
many pride events over the years but Leicester Pride 
has always held a special place in my heart.

Thanks to Martyn and Simon for asking me many years 
ago. I’ve had the pleasure off seeing you all for over 
ten years. Your pride has grown over the years into a 
pride to be reckoned with and you should all be very 
proud of what you have achieved and will continue to 
achieve as the years go by.

I am so proud to have been a part of your events and 
also your lives over the years I have been lucky enough 
to meet some amazing people and make some friends 
I will have for life.

I will miss my on-stage hubby Lea but know we will 
still jam from time to time and although I don’t drink 
anymore I am sure there will be many more nights out.

Thank you to each and every one of you for all the 
laughs, the singalongs, the smiles and the love.  I’m 
hoping to be at your pride this year so if ya see a dodgy 
grey haired dude wandering around say “hi” and I’ll 
have hugs for you all.
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Follow us on social media for the 
latest updates on what’s on this 
Summer in the City!

visitleicester

visit_leicester

visitleicester

4608 LCC - Summer in the city - A5 flyer.indd   14608 LCC - Summer in the city - A5 flyer.indd   1 26/07/2021   17:0426/07/2021   17:04

d m u . a c . u k /o p e n d a y s
OPE N DAYS

P R O U D S P O N S O R S O F  LE I C E S T E R  P R I D E

SAT 18 
SEP

SAT 16  
OCT
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DIRECTOR ANTHONY ALMEIDA
Winner of The RTST Sir Peter Hall Director Award 2019

DESIGNER ROSANNA VIZE 
LIGHTING DESIGNER JOSHUA GADSBY 

COMPOSER & SOUND DESIGNER GILES THOMAS 
ASSOCIATE DESIGNER & COSTUME DESIGNER SARAH MERCADÉ 

MOVEMENT DIRECTOR GEMMA PAYNE 
CASTING DIRECTOR GINNY SCHILLER CDG

3 – 18 SEP

Celebrating, supporting and connecting Centre users, partners and the
wider communities in which they live, work and engage. 

Centre Choir

Social & support

groups

15 Wellington Street, Leicester 
t: 0116 2547412                e: info@leicesterlgbtcentre.org

1:1 Support

Events

Training &

Consultancy

Youth

Groups

Counselling
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The Secret Garden is a hair salon, which after 
opening just 6 months before lockdown was 
shortlisted as Best New Boutique Salon 2020! 

The Instagram hit retreat can be found on Queens 
Road and is open Monday to Saturday.

We can’t wait to meet you!

25 Avenue Road Extension 
Leicester 
LE2 3EN 

0116 4784982 x

The Secret Garden
LEICESTER MEDIA ONLINE
Local News for Leicester, Leicestershire & Rutland

News - Reviews - Events - News Agency
24 hour News Room Tel 0116 233 9000

E mail  news@leicestermedia.online

We want your news stories
Call our 24 hour News Team

0116 233 9000

24 Hour Local News reporting

Look out for the official pictures and videos of this year’s pride 
event Follow us on Facebook @ leicestermediaonline

NEWS MEDIA COMPANY

®™
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Join the UK’s largest prestige motor retail group  
and work with some of the world’s most exciting brands

Sales Executive | Dealership Management | Administration | Car Buyers | Accounts and Finance | 
Aftersales | Parts Advisor | Service Advisor | Vehicle Technician | Bodyshop Technician | 
Customer Service | Contact Centre | Health and Safety | HR | Marketing | Property | IT | 

Apprenticeships | Learning and Development

Change your Direction

Proud 
partners 

of

#OneCommunity
#LeicesterProud

Start your search on careers.sytner.co.uk

���������������������������������
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THANK YOU

A BIG THANK YOU to all our principal partners and sponsors, without whose financial support this LGBT
festival would simply NOT be possible. 

Audio Visual Hire Ltd, Bakers Waste, BBC Radio Leicester, Billy Bates Fun-fair, Bizzle Clothing, Curve 
Theatre, DMU, Dover Castle, Hastings Direct, Helsinki, HSBC, JTH Concerts & Live Events, Leversedge 
Telecom Services, Leicestershire Fire & Rescue, Leicestershire Constabulary, Leicester City Council, 
Leicester City Football Club, Leicester LGBT Centre, Leicester Media Online, Leicester Sound & Lighting, 
Melton Youth, Midland Heart, Moving Lights, Rainbow & Dove, Sytner Group, St Johns Ambulance, The 
Secret Garden Hair, Thistle Loo Hire, Trade, Unite Union, Wayfair

...and many more, which without whom the event would not be possible.  We would also like to take this
opportunity to thank the pride team, finally we wish you all a happy and safe Leicester Pride 2021!  

The Secret Garden

LEICESTER MEDIA ONLINE
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15 – 23 APR 2022

13 – 18 SEP

   
‘THE GREATEST DISCO ANTHEMS 

EVER TO FILL A DANCE FLOOR’
THE TELEGRAPH

BILL KENWRIGHTPRESENTS

a paul taylor-mills production

BY KEVIN ELYOT
DIRECTED BY MATT RYAN

I n c l u d i n g  t h e  h i t  s o n g s 

THE SHOOP SHOOP SONG, 
I GOT YOU BABE, 

IF I COULD TURN BACK TIME, 
STRONG ENOUGH 

a n d 

BELIEVE.

3 – 31 DEC

Original Broadway production produced by the New York Shakespeare Festival, Joseph Papp, Producer, in association with Plum Productions, Inc.
A CHORUS LINE is presented by arrangement with Concord Theatricals Ltd. on behalf of Tams-Witmark LLC. www.concordtheatricals.co.uk

Conceived, Originally Directed & Choreographed by

MICHAEL 
BENNETT

Music by

MARVIN 
HAMLISCH

Lyrics by

EDWARD 
KLEBAN

Co Choreographed by

BOB 
AVIAN

Book by

JAMES 
KIRKWOOD

NICHOLAS 
DANTE

Director NIKOLAI FOSTER    Choreographer ELLEN KANE    Set Designer GRACE SMART
Music Supervisor DAVID SHRUBSOLE Costume Designer EDD LINDLEY Lighting Designer HOWARD HUDSON Sound Designer TOM MARSHALL

Musical Director TAMARA SARINGER    Casting Director KAY MAGSON CDG


